Handicap Corner: Understanding the Rules and Importance
of Accurate Scoring

As we approach the kickoff of our golfing season, we wanted to take a moment to highlight
some key aspects of handicapping. Understanding and following these rules ensures fair play
and allows everyone to enjoy our club events to the fullest.

This information is summarized and taken from: https://www.golfcanada.ca/handicapping/

Basic Rules of Handicapping

The World Handicap System (WHS) is designed to make golf more enjoyable by providing a
consistent way to measure performance and enable players of different abilities to compete
fairly. Here are some key points:

1. Your Handicap Index is calculated using the best 8 of your last 20 score differentials.
2. It's updated each time you submit a new score.
3. Your Handicap Index is used to calculate your Course Handicap for each specific set of tees

you play.

Changes for this year - Hole by Hole score entry

One notable change for this year is the encouragement of hole-by-hole score entry. While this
will be a big change for many, there are considerable benefits for you and the club including but
not limited to: increased statistical data for you, hole by hole rating reviews for courses,
reduction in score entry errors using Handicap adjustments. This will not be mandatory until the
2028 season but is being encouraged for golfers starting this season.

Acceptable Scores for Posting

Not all rounds are created equal when it comes to handicap purposes. Here's what you need to
know about posting scores:

- The round must be played on a course with a valid Course and Slope Rating.

- You must play at least 10 holes for an 18-hole score, or all 9 holes for a 9-hole score.

- The round must be played during the course's active season.

- You must play with at least one other person.

- The round must be played by the Rules of Golf.

- Various formats of play are acceptable, including stroke play, Stableford, and even match play
(post your most likely score for any holes not completed).

NEW for 2025 if a golfer does not play a hole (or plays it other than under the Rules of Golf
(except for preferred lies)), they must post a hole-by-hole score with their score for that hole
designated as not having been played. In the Golf Canada Score Centre, this is done by
entering a hole score of zero “0”


https://www.golfcanada.ca/handicapping/

For a player with an established Handicap Index, the maximum score for each hole played is
limited to a net double bogey, calculated as follows:

Par of the hole + 2 strokes + Any handicap stroke(s) that the player receives on that hole*

(*or minus any handicap stroke(s) that a plus handicap player gives back on that hole.)
Remember, posting your scores as soon as possible after your round (ideally before midnight)
ensures your Handicap Index stays current.

Match Play score entry considerations:

If a player starts but does not complete a hole or is conceded a stroke, that player shall record
(for handicap purposes) their most likely score. The most likely score consists of the number of
strokes already taken (including any penalty strokes incurred during play of the hole) plus the
number of strokes the player would most likely require to complete the hole from that position.

Most Likely Scores should be determined on any hole in accordance with the following
guidelines:

DIAGRAM 3.3: MOST LIKELY SCORE WHEN A HOLE IS STARTED
BUT PLAYER DOES NOT HOLE OUT

W If the ball lies on the putting green, no more than 5 feet (1.5 metres) from the hole.

l Add 1 additional stroke

W If the ball lies between 5 feet (1.5 metres) and 20 yards (20 metres) from the hole.

Add 2 or 3 additional strokes
‘ depending on position of ball, difficulty
of green and ability of player
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'V If the ball lies more than 20 yards (20 metres) from the hole.

Add 3 or 4 additional strokes

depending on position of ball, difficulty M
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The Importance of an Accurate Handicap

Maintaining an accurate handicap is crucial for fair play in our club events. It allows players of
different skill levels to compete on an equal footing. Plus, many of our events require a valid
handicap for participation. Players desiring to compete in these club events are required to have
and maintain a valid handicap which requires score entry for all applicable rounds as noted
above. Failure to do so can lead to ineligibility for events and/or removal from competitions.

By consistently posting your scores - both good and bad - you're helping to ensure the integrity
of our competitions and the enjoyment of all players.

We hope this information helps you navigate the world of handicapping. If you have any
questions, don't hesitate to reach out to our Pro shop or visit
https://www.golfcanada.ca/handicapping/

Happy golfing!
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